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JERICHO

BRO. ISAAC IHEKWOABA
Mark 14 vs 38 “Watch ye and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready but the flesh is weak”.
Quotable quotes:

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. (Romans 8 vs 1)
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God (Romans 8 vs 8)

7th June, 2009
 The Lord has declared perpetual war with Amalek (Amalek represents flesh).  I understand this war from God’s perspective to be a war that will have an end.  For in God there is always a beginning and an end.  And the good news is; God’s battles always end in victory, for He is God.  Likewise God’s battle against sin will one day come to a victorious end.  Rejoice Brethren.  A day is coming and now is, when sin shall no longer have dominion over you.  You and I can win the battle of the flesh, no matter the devils maneuvers.

THE JERICHO EXPERIENCE

You can liken Jericho to Amalek (flesh). Flesh is that which stands in the way of the people of God.  Flesh appears to be having the upper hand, but it will not be for long.  

When flesh is ruling and having the upper hand in your life, it shuts you in.  It gives you no freedom.  You are not in control, whether you like it or not you must obey it. Take for example lust.  Whether you are tired or not, it compels you to obey.  Sin has shut in the people of God.  But God says the day of Jubilee, when the oppressed shall go free has come.  God said to Israel concerning Jericho; “See I have given unto thine hand Jericho, and the kings thereof, and the might men of valour (Jos. 6 v 2).
This is the word of the Lord unto us.  Jericho has been given into our hand.  This thing called sin, carnality, flesh, has been given into our hands.  Sin can no longer reign perpetually over us. Jesus came for the purpose of bringing sin under judgment.  The blood has made an end of the power of sin over us.  Jesus paid the expensive price.  It does mean, sin cannot reign forever over my life.  Hallelujah. Jesus has invested his life in you, so you cannot and must not be distracted by sin.  
Jericho means moon.  By implication, it means that which reigns or shines or thrives in the dark.  It also means fragrance (a sweet smell).  How typical; carnality has a sweet smell. It attracts or lures, doesn’t it?  Praise God by the blood of Jesus our sense of small has changed.  Rejoice! Sometimes you may get weak and afraid asking, how do I handle this flesh, how will I overcome?  You are in full control, no longer to be subjected or brought under.  You have been put on top.  Rejoice, my brethren and shake off the old mindset; that mindset that tells you, you cannot overcome; that you are not in control. Put on this mind concerning carnality and sin: “Sin will not and cannot have dominion over me”.  Don’t allow sin to overwhelm you.  Resist it.
Make up your mind what to do even before the temptation comes.  Have a mindset that you will not succumb to it.  Such an attitude will help you in the time of temptation.  It is not when the temptation is at your door step that you should begin to think, should I or should I not?  Be determined before time that sin shall not have dominion (control) over you, because Jesus has given you the ability, you are in charge.  The power to overcome sin is not in mere words.  It is the power that has already been given to you from the day you gave your life to Christ. 

 John 1 v 12  “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name”. You have power to resist, you have power to overcome, you have the power to tell the devil “No, you cannot reign over me any more”.  Amen!
Jericho had a king.  It had men of valour.  It had men assigned to execute its purpose, but even with all that God says “I have given Jericho (its king, its lands and its men of valour) to your hand”.  Praise God 

Warring against sin is for men of war.  It is not for people who are concerned with coasting along, having a good time (eating, drinking, sleeping etc). The bible calls it being at “ease”.  Men of war are ever ready to do battle.  They are willing to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, they are strong, warring against sin.  Heb. 12 vs 4 “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin”. You must contend earnestly for the faith. 

Let us be encouraged brethren to know that the Lord has given us victory over sin.

The Accursed Thing

As Joshua and the children of Israel prepared for war. God warned them Joshua 6 v 17 “And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent”.

He told them when you have brought Jericho down make sure you do not take anything. Everything in Jericho was to be destroyed. The same charge He gave to Saul concerning Amalek; destroy everything! But in the case of Jericho the Israelites were permitted to spare the harlot Rahab and her house. “Joshua 6 vs 21, 22, 23 “And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her. And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel”.
Point to Note:

You can only spare the things God has told you to spare. Joshua 6 vs 19 “But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD”. Everything else is to be destroyed. (for Saul; God did not ask him to spare anything, but he in his own judgment resolved that he will spare few things he felt were good. That was his downfall). Everything that was in Jericho was accursed by the Lord.  Israel was to free themselves from the accursed thing, lest they become accursed and be troubled (i.e. lest they open the door to the devil by breaking the hedge (by disobedience).
I see a principle here; if I take to myself or participate in or allow that which the Lord says is accursed, it will not only affect me, but it will affect the whole “camp of Israel” (the body of Christ).  This is because the bible says “we are one bread” and “we eat of one another” “A little leaven, leaveneth the whole lump”. If the Lord says this particular thing must go and you decide to preserve it, you are not only bringing judgment on yourself but you are bringing judgment to the whole house.

Let us be careful to give heed to the word of the Lord and how we live our lives as Christians.

Whatever you do in secret, in business, in your relationships that has a similitude of being accursed, does affect the body!  It does affect the next person. It affects those you fellowship with, (i.e those you draw life from).
Only one thing was to be preserved in Jericho, Rahab and her house. God had a definite purpose for her, as we find in Hebrews 11.  Whatever the Lord says do not destroy, He has an eternal purpose for.  Paul had asked God to take away an impediment he had (may be it was the impediment of speech) but God did not, He said to him “My grace is sufficient for you”.  There are certain things you may cry out to God for; from your own have judgment, you feel they are not good.  The word “good” is a very relative thing.  What appears good to you, may not be good to the Lord.  We must obey the word of the Lord strictly.

Joshua 7 v 1  “Achan took of the accursed thing”, a deed committed by one man attracted collective judgment and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the whole camp of Israel.
“… Least any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled” (Heb. 12 vs 15b), in other words many people will be defiled, by the bitterness of one.
Thanks be to God that when there is defilement (sin), when one turns to God, the grace of God is available to take it away.  For where sin abounds grace doth much more abounds. We must not remain in the place of coldness, lukewarmness, carnality and flesh. For every unresolved carnality, for everything the Lord is pointing out to you, to do away with, if you refuse to respond, that will be the place of your defeat. The Israelites were defeated at “Ai” a town much smaller than Jericho, why? Because the accursed thing was in the camp.

Why do we experience a lot of defeat in our walk with God? Why are we physically, materially and spiritually making no progress?  It is because of this one single principle.  Let us not harden our hearts.  Whatever God is laying his hands upon in your life, let us say “Lord I am willing to give it up, Father take hold of me, whatever it will take, my gold and my silver, whatever I have take it that, I may stand before my enemies”.  We must be determined to put away the accursed thing from amongst us.

Examples of the Accursed Thing:
Sin (flesh, self, carnality, pride of who you or what you are, your good looks, your educational qualification etc to mention but a few, are all examples.  Put a knife to “the accursed thing” brethren.  Let it go.  Lets give God all, that we may come up higher in the Spirit.  The goodly Babylonish garment usually always consumes us. Our passion and sense of judgment is usually overwhelmed. At such times we refuse all counsel and we go after it.  The goodly Babylonish garment will always attract judgment.  Achan was stoned to death, he and his family and all that he had.  May this not be our portion.  Let us rebuke every manifestation of the flesh. May the Lord establish us with counsel and understanding of the dangers we tread when we walk in the flesh.

IT PAYS TO REMEMBER...
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ARISE AND WAR





Let us respond to this call for war against all that represents flesh.  We must make perpetual war with Amalek.  We cannot sit still.  After they had planted and the fruits were mature and it was time for harvest. The people of the east would come like grasshoppers without number.  They came with their horses with their camels and their tents and they plundered the Israelites (Joshua 6 vs 4,5).  The bible says Israel was greatly impoverished.   The Israelites will plant again and when it is time for harvest they will come again and plunder. This was because the bible says the people of Israel had done evil in the sight  of the Lord. (Joshua 6 v 1).








We do spiritual work but when it is time for harvest, the enemy of our soul (demon spirits) will come again and plunder. 





Let us call off the honeymoons.  There was a time when the young Israelites were given permission to stay away from war for one year if they were married.  But there was also a time when all, even the bride, was asked to come out of her bridal chamber for it was time for war. (Joel 2 v 16, 17).  Do not sit still brethren.  We must declare war on the flesh.





Mordecai said to Esther, “Do not think that you will be spared from the destruction that would come upon the Jews, because you are in the kings palace”.  Brethren do not think because all is going well with you, all is okay.  Refrain from being at ease for the judgment is at the door.  Therefore, gird up your loins brethren, arise and make war with carnality (Amalek, flesh, sin) that you find warring within your members.  May the Lord conscript us into this army that will make war against the lust of the flesh, and against the pride of life. 


As we look round our environment, we see flesh upon every bill board, on Tv., on the streets.  We hear the harlot (the enemy) enticing out souls “come lie with me” etc. May we not be like the young men described in proverbs who was void of understanding (Proverbs 7 v 7 – 23).  May God grant that the anger and jealousy He (God) has against Amalek will be translated to our souls. David called his son Solomon and counseled his son, and passed a burden of judgment to his soul, he said to him “Do not forget Joab and Shimei, for what they did” (1 Kings 2:5).





In the same way Oh God, we ask that you will translate upon our souls the hatred that you have for Amalek.  Let it be imprinted upon our soul in Jesus name we pray.  You raised Jehu and you planted upon his heart the seed of hatred for Jezebel and the house of Ahab.  And all that you purposed to do against the house of Jezebel and Ahab he was able to accomplish. Implant upon us Oh God, that hatred for sin, for unrighteousness, for worldliness, for flesh.  Give us dear Lord the ability for the pleasure of the Lord to prosper in our hands, that the remembrance of Amalek may be wiped out according to your word.  Even though Agag was spared by Saul, in our day may all that represent Amalek not be spared.  Let there be a fire that will drive us to pray. Let it drive us to fast and to remain upon your word.  Release Oh God all the weaponary we need to overcome.  We submit ourselves willingly to you. By faith we stretch out our hands to you and we say take us Oh God and heal us, make us your right land in this hour to bring judgment against sin.  Let our eyes not pity, let our eyes not have mercy, let our swords not be afraid of blood when it comes to the judgment of flesh.  Let every Amalek be taken out of our desires.  We rebuke those garments of Babylon that look charming, that smell of worldliness, uncleanness, lust etc. that has come to overwhelm us. We rebuke you in Jesus name we pray.  Amen.


… Bro. Ide Yaguo
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