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THE PEOPLE OF HIS PASTURE
Bro. Alade Agbabiaka
1 Peter 2 vs 9 – 12 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”.

Quotable Quotes

God has set you apart that He might show forth his praises through you. God made us a peculiar (different, unusual) people, special to him. 
Let us not settle for less by desiring to be like the “other nations”.

May we not desire the things they desire or love the places they go or the gatherings they attend. Let us be content in our God.

May we look with rejoicing to this “day of the Lord” that is nigh, which is even at the door; though it be a day of weeping and gnashing of teeth to some, it will be a day of redemption and salvation for the chosen ones. Halleluyah.

Bro. Alade
(Sunday 1st June, 2008)
How good and how pleasant it is when brethren dwell in unity. Much blessing is made available to us when we gather together, the anointing is multiplied; and as we pour out our hearts before the Lord, there is much more grace and deliverance available than when we are alone. As we reach out to one another in love, our hearts are soothed and humbled. There is a sweet tenderness of heart that comes when people show love. May we continue to have more beautiful times of fellowship.
Be encourage to open up yourselves to one another, that you might provoke one another unto good works. Avoid individualistic tendencies. You need your brother to watch your back. The wickedness around is too much for one to make it on his own. You need the other members of the body of Christ. Be careful of any Christian who wants his space (i.e. wanting to be a loner, wanting to go it alone). Sooner or later he may find satan in that space. Those of us whom God has put his fear in, those in whom God’s Spirit is working, let us uphold and hold each other dearly. Our salvation is in our unity.

God is sounding an alarm in Zion. There is difference between blowing the trumpet i.e. giving a message, passing information (as in Leviticus) and sounding an alarm. Blowing the trumpet is designed to gather men together to hear, but sounding an alarm is designed to warn a people that they may be well prepared. Why is God sounding this alarm? It is because we are the people of His Pasture. The remnant that God is looking to not to disappoint him. A people whom God will look on and say with confidence; if others fail me, these ones will not. His desire is that we prepare; that we may escape this “day of the Lord”: a day of judgment and destruction where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Man’s wickedness has not reduced. There is more wickedness now than in the days of Noah. People do not have any regard for life, suicide bombers abound. Men try to play God, with all sorts of experiments e.g. cloning in the name of scientific development. The boldness of men to challenge God is truly appalling. Some religious organizations have openly sanctioned that homosexuals be permitted to be made priest. Scripture is being repeated in our own time.  Indeed the Lord our God is grieved over the wickedness of the nations just as He was in the days of Noah.  Genesis Chapter 6 vs 5 “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”.  

Gen. 6 vs 6 “And it repenteth the Lord that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart”. 
In Genesis chapter 1, you can see God’s intention for man. Man is the direct opposite of what God wanted him to be. Man is not walking in the righteousness of God; rather he is moving against God and saying “I will compete with God”. Judgment is inevitable. God must judge the wickedness of man upon the earth. Vs 7 “And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them”.
THE GOOD NEWS:

Just as in the days of Noah, there will be a people who will find grace in the eyes of the Lord. There will certainly be a people whom God will look at and find comfort, a people that will make God proud. Vs 8 “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord”. Hallelujah.  He will look at them and will say I have not laboured in vain.

WHAT WILL QUALIFY US TO FIND GRACE.

What qualities qualified Noah to find grace in the eyes of the Lord. Vs 9 “”These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God”. 

1) He was a just man, (2) He was perfect in his generations (3) He walked with God.

The bible says that as it was in the days of Noah, so shall the end be, so it means that the people who will find grace in the eyes of the Lord at this time must also possess these same qualities that Noah had – they must be a people that do justly.  They must be perfect and they must walk with God. These are not unattainable qualities brethren, God says where iniquity abounds, grace doth much more abound; the scripture also testifies that those that endure to the end will overcome.  God is no respecter of persons, if he says he will judge wickedness, then all those who are found in wickedness will be judged. If He will find grace in someone, if you also walk in that same path He will also find grace in you.

For us to find grace in the sight of God there must be something different about us; something pleasing to God. We are in the world, but we must not be like the world. We must encourage ourselves to keep to the path of righteousness. We must strive to be different from the world and their worldliness.

We must remain distinct and special, a people different from the norm. We must be a people who will say “others may, but I will not”. People may call us queer (just as they may have done in the time of Noah). Brethren, the Lord is looking for a peculiar people. 
Let us make a quality agreement with God. Lets say God, no matter what; I will not fail you. Noah did not fail God. 

Be encouraged, God will certainly take care of His own. None can hook up with God and come out a loser. Let God make us His partners as He did of Noah (Gen. 6 vs 13 – 21). God told Noah he was going to judge the earth. God will not leave his people without a witness, he will speak to us, he will tell us what to do, but we must beware not to stand in the place of scoffers who will say; “where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” 2 Peter 3 vs 4. Let our fellowship with God increase in this time, for now more than ever before. We must learn to hear God. You cannot fool around with God anymore. Your deliverance will depend on your ability to hear. Judgment has already begun, the plagues are flying around. What will save you at this time is your ability to hear God in that instance or circumstance saying, “move to the left or right”. You must be in constant touch with the Spirit of God.

THE MATTER OF OBEDIENCE

You must possess all three attributes mentioned in other to come out victorious. It’s not a matter of overcoming in one area and believing that “oh in this area, I cannot do anything about this besetting sin”. Let us assume that Noah was just, perfect but failed to walk with God. Lets assume he became reckless at a point. He certainly would have missed the visitation of God, though he remained just and perfect. So it is not just enough for us to be just and fear God, but we must be obedient. We must listen to the Holy Spirit. We must come into a familiar relationship with God (this is what fellowship does; it creates a familiarity between God and us and it becomes easier for us to hear when God is speaking to us).

We have heard of the testimony of a brother who during the incidence of 9/11 in America had a strong witness not to go to work that day. He obeyed. His obedience to the Spirit of God saved his life.

Point to note:

Much as we are collectively in the body of Christ, our walk with God is firstly individual. Each man’s experience with God is different. Our circumstances are different, so each man must learn to hear God for himself. You are treading on dangerous ground if you do not develop your own personal relationship with God, on a daily or hourly basis. Children you are not an exception. Your parents cannot be around you all of the time. It is only Jesus that will remain with you at all times. Learn to call upon him, learn to walk with Him. Learn how to be lead of God.

Learn a lesson from the Rechabites (Jeremiah 35 vs 1 – 10) 

1) Diligence 

The Rechabites were diligent to walk in obedience to the instructions of their father despite the effort made by Jeremiah to persuade them otherwise. God compared them to the children of Israel who in their time walked in disobedience to him Jeremiah 35 vs 13, 14“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? Saith the Lord. The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father’s commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me”. God will speak to His people but if you are not obedient you will not eat of the fruit of the land.

2) Avoid Division.

The devil knows that by creating a division amongst us Christians he will be able to affect us. When we are divided, each one does not want to listen or receive the word of the Lord from the other person, so our visions are one sided and incomplete. Each man begins to do what seems good in his own eyes. There is only one body, one spirit, one God. Walk in unity brethren, therein lies our deliverance. When a message comes we should receive it gladly and run with, it irrespective of where it comes from; as long as we know it is the “word of the Lord”. 1st Corinthians 3 vs 5-7 “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase”.
The devil knows that if we close ranks with our brethren all over the world, the devil has no chance. Let us speak with one voice. The small things that used to divide us are immaterial brethren; “he didn’t visit me, the way he talked to me I didn’t like it, he didn’t send me a birthday card etc”. leave these things; there are serious matters of life and death to contend with at this time. Shake of the dust around your shoulders and arise and hear your brother, whether or not you like his face as long as he is bringing “the word of the Lord”.

3) Deception.

Rev. 13 vs 11 – 17. May the saints of God not be deceived at this time. The devils plan is to deceive. 

Vs 14 “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live”. As God is planning, so satan is planning. But we know who has the victory. The Lord will keep you. As a people who are obedient let us walk with God. If you will do his will, you will not be deceived, if you are about to make a mistake, God will intervene on your behalf and stop you.

IT PAYS TO REMEMBER...
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STRENTHENING THE CITY





The system in the world today is the system of the antichrist. The antichrist spirit is projecting itself so much in the world today but the Lord has ordained that we shall have victory over it. Satan’s plan is to penetrate the church and destroy it. There are spirits of devils that have been released into the church and they are working miracles which are not of God. 1John 4:3 “And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world”. If we are moving together as a team, the devil cannot penetrate. (A three fold cord is not easily broken). 





Five things that would assist the church (the body of Christ) to be fortified and strong (1 Peter 4:7 – 11)


1)	Soberness:


“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober(in your right mind), and watch unto prayer”.  1Peter 4:7


Be in the right frame of mind (not under any influence), taking responsibilities for your actions or inactions. This is the meaning of being sober, avoid getting into situations that will make you loose your minds. Encourage yourselves to pray.





2)	Fervent Charity:


“And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves; for charity shall cover the multitude of sins” (do not take record of wrongs). 1Peter 4:8 


We must be ready to love others and ready to open up ourselves to be loved. Do not be a source of offence and peradventure offence comes to you, learn to forgive and let go. Let love flow amongst us. John 13 vs 34 – 35 “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”.





3)	Hospitality:


“Use Hospitality one to another without grudging” 1Peter 4:9 


Hospitality is having goodwill, it is opening yourself up to another person, it is making it easy for others to have access to you. It is beyond just asking someone to stay in your house. It is opening up your hearts to another so you can have union (true fellowship in the spirit). Open up your home to your brethren, have confidence in one another. Be in a position to accommodate one another. When Abraham accommodated the stranger (angels) there was a blessing for him.





4)	Good Stewardship:


“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God”. 1 Peter 4:10


Whatever gift/grace God has given you wait (pray over) upon your ministry and be ready to make it available to the church. There is no one in the house of the Lord that is not useful. Each part supplieth to make the house function as it should.





5)	Integrity:


“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever” 1 Peter 4:11


Whatever you are presenting to the church let it come from God. Follow God’s divine order (divine order can be described as queing behind God). Do whatever God wants. Avoid doing your own thing. Public ministry is a very sensitive thing. Be sure that there is a word before talking; be sure that God have given you an exhortation before exhorting (encouraging) brethren. Be sure there is a word before preaching. Give all the sacrifices necessary for the ministry.





All these make the city (the local fellowship) stronger and when satan sees a strong city, he is threatened. The city is fortified by God and all who are in it will be saved. The end of all things is at hand brethren let us therefore be conscious for this time is not as other times.





BE WATCHFUL THEREFORE AND BE SOBER, BE VIGILANT AND RESIST THE DEVIL WITH FAITH.


Bro. Kola Adegoke
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